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Editorial

Changing is forever.

The School of Law changed to the Faculty of Law in 1984. It has
since expanded at a high rate and is still expanding. This year can be
marked with a star as it is both the 20th Anniversary of the Law Faculty
and the Law Association. Changes over the past 20 years should be
reviewed when planning for a brighter future. The Law Association and
the Faculty are not separable and are usually united as one; the develop-
ment and changes of the Faculty would therefore greatly signify the
changes of the Law Association. In this issue of the Law Media, we are
pleased and honoured to be able to include contributions from Professor
Peter Wesley Smith and Professor Dafydd Evans.

This year our faculty welcomed six new members to its teaching
staff, arousing much excitement and, not surprisingly, much curiosity,
too. In introducing them to all of you, a short profile is included.

Hong Kong is presently undergoing a sensitive transitional period.
Views on this aspect have been expressed by some of our collegiates
who have kindly shared their thoughts and feelings with us.

Apart from the above, several light and entertaining articles are
also provided and we hope you enjoy them. Moreover, we hope that
our attempted changes in style suit you!

We believe changes can bring a better result. Therefore we endeavour

to bring about changes . . . . .
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20th Anniversary Special

Twenty Years Old — Hong Kong’s First Law School

It is much easier to write at
length than briefly. Some day, I
promise that I shall write at
length about my early days in
Hong Kong — I first came here
in 1966 — but I shall try here to
map out briefly the events of
the three years which led to
the formal establishment of the
Department of Law and try to
give you a feel of the times. Not
easy!

I first came to Hong Kong
more or less by chance. The
opportunity came up and my
wife and I, being fancy free, took
it. It was our intention to stay
for eighteen months, the period
of special leave which I had
been given by the London
School of Economics and
Political Science where I had
been a lecturer for about five
years, and then return to London
and the LSE quite possibly for
the rest of our lives. As events
turned out, we stayed for two
and a half years and spent only
one year in London before
returning here in 1969. We
have been here ever since.

My initial brief was to help
develop systematic law teaching
for the London extermal LLB
which had but recently been
commenced through the
University’s  Department - ~of
Extra-Mural Studies as part of
some thoroughly unscientific
‘experiment’ designed to test the
feasibility of setting up a law
school in Hong Kong. I say
‘unscientific’ because none of
the conditions expected in a law
school were present. Apart from
long vacation visits by Professor
(now Sir) Zelman Cowen and his
colleagues Cliff Pannam and
Mary Hiscock  from  the
Melbourne Law School, the
teachers apart from myself were
practitioners most of whom had
no teaching experience. The
students who had enrolled on

the ‘experimental’ courses were
not typical students as they
were almost all well above
average student age and were
in employments of varying
responsibilities. We had police-
men, school teachers, clerks,
banking officers and the like.
Even if it could not be counted
on to produce helpful scientific
results, the ‘experiment’ worked
to the extent that the govern-
ment decided to offer-funds
for the establishment of a law
school and the University finally
decided in 1968 to proceed. The
outcome-was the opening of the
doors.of the Department of Law

/in 1969.

In those three and something

_years since my first arrival in

Hong Kong, a lot had happened.
Hong Kong had gone through
its / first- real ‘boom . and bust’

—experience and the atmosphere

was fairly wary though the

~_economy was beginning to take

off and match a rapidly growing
population with a rapidly
growing economy. Opportunities
for education generally, and not
just. for University education;

were limited and a place in a

good secondary school was ‘a
highly prized achievement with
families often clubbing together
to make up the requiréd fees.
Hong Kong was very much in an
‘in ‘between stage’ in the mid-
sixties and we saw plenty of
action.

On the University front, the
Vice-Chancellor, Dr Kenneth
Robinson, was the driving force
behind, inter alia, that
reorganisation of the University
which led to the foundation of
the Faculty of Social Sciences
in 1967. Since it was intended
that Law, if established as a
discipline, should be established
in that Faculty, I found myself
not only a member of the new
Faculty Board but elected the
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Dafydd Evans

Faculty’s first Dean also. I
spent much of the time in 1967
and 1968, until my return to
London in the latter year, on the
quite complicated business of
laying the foundations of the
Faculty, a novel and instructive
occupation!

Life in Hong Kong had
certainly proved eventful. Apart
from a momentous trip to
Peking during the very start of
the Cultural Revolution from
which I nearly never returned
(I was very ill and, I was later
told, quite near death while in
Peking), the ‘Star Ferry Riots’
had torn Hong Kong apart.
While the superficial origin and
genesis of the troubles are well
known, many questions remain
still unanswered about them and
they probably will remain one
of the enigmas of modern Hong
Kong. (If you are interested, the
University Library’s Hong Kong
Collection has a set of the
daily transcripts of evidence).

Then the so-called Cultural
Revolution, one of the least
well documented outbreaks of
barbarity in the civilised world,
spilled over from the mainland
into Hong Kong and much of
1967 was taken wup with
disturbances which both pervaded
and seemed to leave untouched

our daily lives at the same

time. It is difficult today to
credit the mass violence of
the time, not merely physical
violence but intellectual violence
also. Much of the mob violence
was contained and most of
those fatally injured were not
intended targets. The University
itself was largely untouched by
events but it is now widely
believed that the HKU Students’
Union denunciation of the
leaders in Hong Kong heralded |
the decline of the troubles. BY
that time in 1968, the Hons;‘.'
Kong public had grown tired
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of the violent games which led,
in one case, to two small children
being blown to pieces by an
amateur bomb in a North Point
alley.

Hong Kong survived those
scarring years and, strangely as it
now seems, was not directly
affected by the tyranny of the
Gang of Four on the mainland.
But Hong Kong had gone
through a corruscating period
from which it did not emerge
unscarred. The population of
Hong Kong had grown to its
then 3 million or so through
rapid migration from China,
especially in the early fifties
and then again in the early
sixties after the ludicrous yet
disastrous of the so-called ‘great
leap forward’. The late sixties
saw a great deal of permanent
migration out of Hong Kong
towards North America, establish-
ing a pattern which still
influences migration greatly to
this day.

But the sixties were times of
great change in Hong Kong in
SO many ways — in mood, i
determination, in expectation.
As places in tertiary institutions
grew rapidly — the Chinese
University came formally into

Hong Kong
affluent life became more

realistic for huge numbers of
young people and inevitably, as

the economy grew steadily into  *

the seventies, if with a few near
disastrous hiccups, standards of
living rose across increasingly
broader bands of society.

The professions had always
been the preserve of an elite
even where, as in the case of
medicine, it was easier for the
less advantaged to gain entry.
The legal profession was no
exception for qualification was
generally a lengthy and costly
business. As Hong Kong grew,
so the need for lawyers rose
also and it was in 1962 that the

first realistic call was made for
proper and systematic provision
to be made for legal education
and training within Hong Kong
itself. The Extra-Mural ‘experi-
ment’ was the result and a
working party and a couple of
experts’ reports  eventually
led to the establishment of the
Department of Law within the
University’s Faculty of Social
Sciences. I returned to Hong
Kong as first Professor and Head
of the infant Department and,
within three months of my
return, we found ourselves-with
some 40 eager undergraduates
who, for a wide variety of
reasons, / decided . that the law
was for them.

Looking  back overdevelop-

ments in the Umversxty over the
last’ twenty years, 1 a
amazed that we managed t

tried to_postpone until 19 but f

the government was adamant.
had ‘been appomted at the
beginning of 1969 and was
back at the LSE and unable

to move until the summer of

that year..l-did manage a three
week” visit over Easter when. I
was -able to setﬂe a number of

~ essential matters such ‘as the

existence in 1963 and the SR

Polytechnic in
1968 — securing an education
leading to a better and more

regulatlons but  an

_enormous _amount of work lay

ahead after I took up office on

<July 5, 1969.

So far as staff went John Rear
one of my partners in the Extra-

' Mural ‘experiment’ remained in
post and an--LSE colleague,

Bernard Downey was due to join
us in the September. Whilst we
had everyone’s goodwill, we
still lacked premises and, even
more important, a law library.

The University had no room
on campus, the premises used for
the Extra-Mural course were
manifestly inadequate so we had
to look off campus for some-
thing suitable. The government
eventually let us have two
blocks of three story former
police officers’ quarters at the
junction of Seymour and Caine
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Roads and our home was to
remain there for three years.
These premises were scarcely
adequate but we had to make
them ‘home’ and we were quite
comfortable there in the short
run. After we vacated the
premises on moving to the
Knowles Building in 1972, the
buildings were demolished and,
as if to preserve the memory of
our presence unsullied by any
commercial building, the
government built a children’s
play park which you see today.

The Law Library, that essential
component of a Law School, was
established on the top floor and,
though it possessed those nooks
and crannies which make a
library a homely place in which
to work, we realised later that

‘the fabric of the building was

such that the weight of the
books might well have descended
through the fairly fragile rafters
separating us. We had our own
Librarian for our own Library,
Malcolm Quinn, who still serves
the University, and it was he who
took- over the scanty gesture of

; books which we had been able to

assemble in the extra-mural
expenment and use our
reasonably generous initial start
up .grant to best advantage.
Those who criticise unkindly our
collection may be
forgiven for being unaware of
how little straw we had for
many years!

Looking back.  on  the
circumstances under which we
confidently opened our doors in
September, 1969, all I can say
is that we succeeded on the
‘nothing  ventured, nothing
gained’ principle and were lucky.
I cannot recall how many
applicants we had for the forty
available places but it was a

fair number and we diligently
interviewed all of them. Some
had highly doubtful ‘A’ level
resuits and I have to confess
that some of them would never
have been considered today
beyond the first reading of their



applications. Yet that first
cohort has turned out to be on
the whole a first rate bunch,
both as people and lawyers.
Though it is not relevant to
anything in particular, I am the
only surviving teacher from the
pioneering days on Caine Road
and one student from that
first cohort is now one of our
teaching staff — Jack Young.
‘We go back a long time’, as the
saying goes. But Mr C S Shum,
our first and still serving
executive officer, has the longest
history of all. He joined the
University in 1964, moved to the
law side of the Extra-Mural

Department in 1967 and came i
over on the establishment of the /
Department. We are the three old ',
faithfuls (even though it took

some years to persuade Jack to
return to us)! \

There is so much more I
could tell if there were time

enough. Early years of struggle

often appear in retrospect to
have been happy years. but 3
think that those early “Vgrs
genuinely were happy and ve
productive years. We achieved
great deal with scant ory
deficient resources but
through the effort of ;
colleagues ‘too num"“
name’ that the basic fou gtwh
were laid on which the
of acceptability in tHW;
outside the
erected.

A

If 1 remember the studénts'

of those earlier years more
fondly than those of more
recent years, it is, I suppose,
because we all shared an
experience of struggle and a
feeling of achievement. That
is not to o’ervaunt ourselves
because it happens to be true.
The cohorts that followed have
obviously contained students of
whom we are justifiably proud
and I am sure that this will
continue to be the case.

ﬁ% the', orcﬁn
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In conclusion, 1 will simply
state the obvious, that Hong
Kong today is now in temper
and in spirit is very different
place. In the twenty year span
of the Law School’s life, Hong
Kong has survived many trials.
As I have said, Hong Kong
was strangely not only unaffected
by the human and political
depredations of the Gang of
Four but grew and profitted
in_spite of them. Stock market
and land boom and bust cycles,
coupled _with a potentially
dlsastrous rise in“the price of
‘011, strengthened somehow the
( \Sgﬂ' and reempha51sed 1 the
, resilience | and ' ) underlying
" soundness~of | Hong Kong and
& mqeeed -of/ |its pe%l ) The

seventig v\y efe time/ of 'great
‘ de@e ‘boosting’ ch inge
~pattern and style of
, under the tutelage
far-sighted and determined
rnorship of Lord MacLehose.
He ' saw through-not only far-
*"nefChmg structural changes in the

ﬁ.Kong as
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colony swung towards a more
popularly based and open
government under his leadership.
Much could be said and rightly
be said in criticism of his term
of office but those who did
not know the Hong Kong of its
really colonial days cannot begin
to appreciate the significance of
the many, many trends initiated
under his leadership. Quite apart
from the political changes during
his governorship, I would single

. we became an ‘
‘School of Law in 1978. Finally,

““Architecture and of Education)

out those developmentu ‘
secondary and tertiary educati
which gave so many more t
opportunity for tertiary stu

Whilst the seventies may |
singled out for the unstoppa
growth of Hong Kong, t
eighties will be remembered f
the growth of nagging uncertain
and fear, engendered first 1
changes in Britain’s natio
laws and very soon the
British Joint Declaration
Hong Kong. Though
prosperity of the peo
increased and though
widening of public access
governmental  processes
decision making proceeded ap
the uncertainty of Hong Ko
future in its next decade
colouring every day of
lives. This, however, lies bey
the scope of this short piece but
it cannot be shut from ou
thinking. But to conclude.

We started out as a Depart-
ment of Law in the Faculty
Social Sciences (whose name
changed to the Faculty
Social Sciences and Law
acknowledge our existence)
autonomous

in 1984,  the School
along with the Schools of

achieved full Faculty status.
er the future holds, I
- not be in Hong Kong to
see it as I am leaving ‘t
University to return to Lond
I shall have spent about 23 y
of my professional life in -'1’
Kong in the service of th
University. Quite unforgettable
quite unforgettable! B
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Faculty and Students over Twenty Years

I have been asked, at very
short notice, to write about
“the changes of the faculty
and students” over the last
twenty years. One thing which
hasn’t changed in respect of
students: they always want
something at very short notice!
(The eternal verity for faculty
is: we’re always overworked and
underpaid.)

By “faculty” is probably
meant teaching staff, and I'll
begin with them, or rather us.
This is a very personal account,
not in any way an official one.

I arrived in Hong Kong, as a
postgraduate student, in Sep-
tember 1970, the day before
Leonard Pegg landed from
Singapore to take up a lecture-
ship. There were then just four
teachers in post: Dafydd Evans,
first professor and head of the
department; John Rear, senior
lecturer, who like Professor
Evans had previously taught
courses offered by the then
Centre of Extra-Mural Studies in

Hong Kong for the University of

London external LLB; Bernard
Downey, senior lecturer, from
the London School of Economics
and Political Science where Pro-
fessor Evans had also taught;
and Alan Smith, a solicitor who
had taught at the University of
Kenya at Nairobi. In 1971 the
following were appointed to
teach: Richard Field, Ronny
Wong, Ray Faulkner, and
William Stone, all fresh out of
law school. A year later Bob
Ribeiro and Richard Russell
arrived in the faculty, and in
1973 appointments went to
Peter Willoughby, Barry Love-
grove, Bob Allcock and myself
(I had run out of money and,
after nine years of tertiary study,

finally succumbed to the
necessity of gainful employment).

What happened to all these
luminaries? You’ll have observed
that only Professor Evans and I
are still teaching in the university.
John Rear went back to England
in 1973, became professor of law
at Brunel University, and is now
Deputy Director of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne Polytechnic. Bernard
Downey - ‘joined : the District
Court Bench in Hong Kong. Alan
Smith also stayed in. the colony,
becoming -managing. director of
Jardine, Fleming. Leonard Pegg

retired a few years ago to pursue

his- musical interests. The batch

of 1971 all joined the Bar:
Richard Field, who originally left

us for an academic post at McGlil
in Canada, is now .a QC  in

London, while ~Ronny Wong, ..
Ray Faulkner;and William Stone
all have' successful practices in

Hong . Kong. Richard Russell is
a partner in Johnson, Stokes and
Master and Bob Rlbeu‘o is also at

. thelocal Bar - ¥

o OT G
combines general précti,ce in New
Zealand with the status of a
gentleman «farmer (Barry  Love-

~grove), one is a partner in a

London firm of solicitors (Peter
Willoughby, who was Head of
the Department of Professional
Legal Education when he left us),
another is a law draftsman in
the Attorney General’s Chambers
in Hong Kong (Bob Allcock,
previously Head of the Depart-
ment of Law), and the fourth,
being the only one able to stay
the course, or perhaps otherwise
unemployable, is still with us,
writing reminiscences of former
colleagues.

1 973 ;intake one

PETER WESLEY-SMITH

A number of observations
might be made about these first
fifteen members of the faculty
(whose visages, incidentally, can
be admired in the rogues’ gallery
of photographs in the fourth
floor corridor). First, they were
(and are still!) all male. The
first woman was not appointed
until 1 think 1975 (Susan
Kneebone, now teaching at
Monash University in Melbourne).
Secondly, the overwhelming
preponderance were on expatriate
terms. Only Ronny Wong and
Bob Ribeiro were locally born
and bred (we’ve always had very
few applications from Hong
Kong people). Thirdly, they were
mostly from England and Wales.
Not until Lovegrove (a New
Zealander) and myself (from
Australia) were appointed did
the faculty begin to broaden its
recruitment base.

¥

It 'is tempting to lapse into
anecdote about the early law
tea, 1ers. That is a temptation it
would be foolish not to resist. I'll
recount only that Barry Love-
grove found fame for such
extracurricular  activities as

~ opening and running the Old

China Hand (a bar/tavern in
Wanchai) and being lead singer in
Junk (a third-rate pop band with

‘Bob Allcock on guitar, Ray

Faulkner on drums, and a
certain bass player).

Since 1973 we’ve hired many
women as teachers, a few more
locals (including several of our
own graduates), and many more
Australians, several New Zea-
landers (including the present
Dean), some Americans, one
each from Israel, Sri Lanka,
South Africa, Scotland, and
Ireland, and in recent years an
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increasing number of Canadians;
the English and Welsh have
been rather overwhelmed! A
number of staff have left for the
private sector in Hong Kong and
elsewhere, others have gone to
other tertiary institutions, and
one became a Roman Catholic
priest. Faculty members have
been stalwarts of the university
cricket teams and we entered
our own team in the squash
league for a few years (disguised
as the Chinahanders).

In academic terms we’ve been
quite productive. The editors and
most of the contributors of the
Hong Kong Law Journal have

come from the faculty. Our

output of books on Hong Kong
law is growing fast. We’ve con-
tributed to law reform, provided
much public comment in the
newspapers on topical legal issues,
and been involved in various
activities relating to the drafting

of the Basic Law. Perhaps
above all, of course, we’ve
trained about a thousand.

students, most. of whom have r

entered the legal profession.

This brings me to the se
topic I was asked to,
about: students In 1969 ~
were only 37 of them. A few
years later 55 were admitted

into first year, then 80 ‘then.
115, and now 150. Th,e;. RELL %
will shortly expand to.200, and.

since 1986 there have been 20
students per year in ‘the LLM
programme.
graduates have gone on to
higher degrees in the United
Kingdom (mostly), the United
States, and Canada, many of
them performing with distinction.
A major disappointment has
been the paucity of students
proceeding to research degrees:
only one has completed a
research degree at this university
(modesty forbids me from reveal-
ing his/her identity) and only a
handful have commenced the
MPhil in law.

of the intellectually
. have probably always been the
majority of university students

Some of our

It is probably true that,
compared with undergraduates in
the rest of the university, our
students have generally come
from higher-income families and
the “better” schools. But I
suspect that we now draw
from a wider cross-section of the
community. Perhaps as a result,
the overall standard of English
seems to have declined since
the early days. I am increasingly
aware of attitudes to study
which are inconsistent with the
ideals of a  university: the
emphasis on rote learning, the
desire to gain knowledge rather
than enlightenment, resistance
tolecturers who ' try different
approaches to teaching, unwillin-
gness-to argue in tutorials, over-
reliance on lecture notes '‘and
extbﬂoks rather than primary

- sources and library research, and

~These are characteristics
lazy  who

‘everywhere and especially in

Hong Kong. But the problem—

ink it is a real problem
community and the

5 ;ntellectu life of the university —
: 'pinears to be gri‘,w’mg

The student body in the law
school

Social Sciences and of course
much lower than Medicine. I
don’t know why this should be
so. We’ve always had a large
number of applicants, at least
ten times as many in most years
than we’ve been able to take.

Most graduates have become
lawyers, mainly solicitors, Many
have become partners or sole
practitioners, three have taken
silk, a small number, alas, have

ot been hlgh,’?
: consrs&tenﬂy lower than ‘Arts and

been struck off! Some have gone
into commerce or joined the
government as administrative
officers. A growing number have
emigrated.....

One generalisation seems to
hold true over the last twenty
years: students have always been
industrious, well-mannered, en-
thusiastic, and generous in their
attitudes to teachers. The same
can be said, of course, of
members of the faculty.....

ofoofocfoofocfoco

‘ has . always “whad~wa
" significant propomon =in recent
years a majol ity —of women, and;‘ :




Welcome To Our Faculty !
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Moral Obilgation: Issue of 1989 ?

When I first arrived at
London’s Heathrow Airport in
1980, I was baffled by the
categorisation signs which read:
“British passports”, “European
Community passports’, “Arrivals
from the USA & Canada” and
lastly “Other passports”.

Persons of each class were
supposed to join different
queues. Those British passport
holders simply flashed out their
document and walked passed a
nodding officer, who had
probably been sitting there
nodding at these passports the
wholeday long. As I was an
innocent teenager, I looked at
the cover of my passport which
had “BRITISH PASSPORT
HONG KONG” boldly printed
and was quite convinced that I
should join this fast moving line.
However, to my horror and
embarrassment, I was ordered by
that unfriendly and no longer
nodding officer to try my luck

at the far end. It took just under
an hour to queue to the “Other
passport” counters, where I was
attended by an hostile officer
who frowned upon me as if I was
a lower form of life. More
surprisingly, he altered the
nationality on my landing card
from ‘‘British” to “British —
Hong Kong.”

Eight years passed and I was
older a little wiser. I came home
and now truly convinced that I
am NOT and never have been
British. My passport still reads

British passport — Hong Kong.
But I tend to read it without
the first part. Shortly after my
return, I went to renew my
identity card. The local officer
there wanted to know my
nationality, which I did not
answer on the form: She gave
me two choices (1) British
(2) Chinese. I would have pre-
ferred (3) “None of the above™!
Eventually, 1 became British
again because I was told that I
could not have been Chinese.
Well, it doesn’t make any
difference to me since I just
wanted an ID card. Thus, I came
to the conclusion that I am
“British” in Hong Kong and not
exactly “‘British” in Britain.

Although there has been much
talk about the ‘‘right of abode”
issue, I am quite certain the
United Kingdom will not grant
us this right. To allow three and
a half million people to have
the right of abode in Britain is
just wishful thinking. The British
people are very sensitive to
mass immigration from “less

-10-
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developed” countries. Such an
immigration policy will certainly
be extremely unpopular amongst
the people, and because the
people are voters, no British
political parties would like to be
identified with it. Mr. Paddy
Ashdown of the Social-Liberal
party had honourably stood
firm on the side of the Hong
Kong people. However, his party
has a dim chance of forming
any government or even the
Shadow government in the
foreseeable future. So, he can say
whatever he likes but it will not
help us very much.

Over the past twenty years,
Britain’s door to immigrants has
been quietly closed. Of course
this has been done by changing
the law gradually. The ‘“‘right of
abode” was something created to
weed wus out. True British
subjects would have it and less
true British subjects would not.
Do you think they would give
the right back to us now? It is
of no surprise that no one
noticed it in Hong Kong
earlier. There were few people
with legal sense to appreciate
the subtle significance of each
change. The colonial educational
system was not generally
designed to educate us to
question authority. This, I
believe, is why Hong Kong
students are fairly quiet in
class. My father told me that
the geography he learned back in
the 1930’s were no more than
the street guides of Kowloon.
The less the Hong Kong Chinese
knows about the world the
better. = The = last’ thing ' our
colonial master wants us to know
istaw, - their law.

Hong Kong has to face great
changes in the coming years.
The rate of change will become
even higher in the run up to the
handover. We must adapt fast.
We are alone in the world. No
country in the world can help
us. Britain will keep us out and
for those of us without the
means to leave for somewhere
else or those committed to stay,
the future lies in our own hands.

Throughout the world, lawyers
play an important role in all
political changes. To stand on
our own feet people need to be
informed on how the law can
drastically alter their lives as
well as forming the basis of
any civilized society. Lawyers
are the people with the expertise
and moral obligations to assist
the people of Hong Kong in
difficult times. Lawyers to the
population are like guide dogs
to the blind, leading them
along a crooked path which
they cannot see and to steer
them away from imminent
dangers. Law students should
always bear this in mind during
the happy days of their college
lives.

The next generation of law
students cannot be the same as
before. They cannot linger along
the old and traditional ways.
Although our basic legal system
will remain the same, attitudes
have to be changed if we are to
survive the future political
reality.

oFoofococfococfe
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Beyond 1997 — Prosperity, or What?

At last China is able to claim
and perfect its sovereignty after
100 years of humiliation before
the western world. It might not
mean too much to a Hong
Kongese to repudiate the unequal
treaties and walk into the United
Nations, kick Taiwan out and
declare that Hong Kong belongs
to China, but overseas Chinese
have a lot to be proud of now
that they have their own mother
country, be it communist or not.
Overseas Chinese living in the
U.S.A., for example breathed
with relief when Nixon visited
China, knowing they do not have
to live in fear of being a suspect
of the Yellow Peril anymore.
China’s opening up and asserting
its rights as a super power has
brought reunity and pride.

In Hong Kong there has been
talk of at last ending the status
of Borrowed Place, Borrowed
Time, ending the status of a
British Crown colony, that we
are one territory with the
Chinese motherland again. Not
until recent years that this
problem of living under the rule
of the mother county plagued
the Hong Kong people. The U.K.
had attempted to retain Hong
Kong, even offered a joint
administration, but China was
adamant in asserting its rights of
territorial integrity. The result is
a Sino-British Joint Declaration
to solve the problem of gradual
takeover of Hong Kong by the
Chinese. The 50-year guarantee
of an unchanged system allows
the capitalist system to continue,
effecting a smooth transition into
Communist rule after that period.
The Basic Law is to guarantee a
prosperous unchanged capitalist
system which Hong Kong
enjoys the status of a Special
Administrative Region.

After the June 4th incident,
leading liberals had come up
with the idea that Hong Kong
should democratize as soon as
possible so that we have full
direct elections before 1997.
What does democracy mean to
the Hong Kong people who are
still left after 1997? A 50-year
honeymoon? Not forgetting that
it is only going to be 50 years. Is
it real democracy that idealistic
liberals want for Hong Kong?
Now that we have a chance to
mould our own socio-economic-
political system?

What about culture? Isn’t that
the most important part of a
democratic society? It is not just
the vote that makes a society
democratic. How do you pin-
point responsibility, even with
universal franchise, when a

patriarchal -society still show
vestiges of feudalism?
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Hong Kong is still a male
dominant society, as all of you in
the law profession know for a
fact. So what if women are
allowed to vote? Every day they
are still living wunder the
‘Feminine Mystique’ as Betty
Friedan calls it. How much do
the burning of the bras mean
to Chinese women? Shameful!
I'm sure this would be the
answer. How many woman still
aspire towards getting a husband
and securing a Life-long meal
ticket? How many men (and
women) realize being dominated
by the male is like walking
throngh the Valley of Death, so
to say? What changes in culture
towards this end is or has been
contemplated. Where do we get
our model and who is qualified
to pioneer. I cannot deny that a
handful of women are doing
very well professionally, but are
they living as modern women?

What about our children? Are
they going to taste democracy
and then be thrown under
authoritarian rule? We all know
50 years is the maximum period
of time we will get, if we get
any at all. The extended family
is still very much alive and
the head of the family still
influences its members. As
long as individualism and
independence is absent, the vote
means nothing. So what are
people striving for during these
50 years?

Business Concerns: trade and
commerce, and all those who
oppose rapid domocratization,
those who want to make a last
buck — these .are the people
who look beyond 1997.



Gibberish

I am going to embark upon
the momentous business of writ-
ing something for the Law
Media, It would be read by
hundreds — intelligent law
students to be exact: no mean
undertaking! So how am I
going to fully utilize the space in
the Law Media and at the same
time demonstrate effectively my
wit and originalitv?

First of all, the topic must
be stimulating, spicy, deeply
moving, highly absorbing, not
allowing anyone who starts
reading to lay it down without
finishing the whole piece. Those
talented minority of readers who
fathom the inner meaning must
have an enjoyable time re-reading
and re-reading my enlightening
piece. The readers will stand up
and proclaim, “Here is a Claire,
when comes such another!” To
say the least, I must not write
cheap, mundane and ordinary
stuff just in case I'd be jeered
at; or worse, the piece censored
or even, be blatantly criticised
on wall posters. So I've got to
be meticulous when choosing the
subject. Bereft of a ‘sensational’
topic, the whole piece will
dwindle to nothing but a
quintessence of dust .....

And the style, it goes without
saying that I must exhibit my
ideas with a unique style in
order to stand out from other
conventional or mediocre pieces.
It should be lucid, unstrained
and fluidly-written; but at the
same time outrageous enough to
provoke interest. I must also
pepper it with glamourous words
here and there, sending the
readers  scurrying for their
dictionaries. Each word must be
felicitous, every sentence
painstakingly  structured to

sophistication and all paragraphs
harmonize to accentuate the
theme. The readers’ eyes will
be moistened with gratitude
when they have finished reading.
All these will involve the
industrious process of constant
refinement and adjustment. Hard
work is called for and it is not
often a task which brings joy.
But effort cannot be spared for
the dawn of a masterpiece!

So, I'll begin writing. But how
should I commence? Am 1
to emulate Dickens with someth-
ing like “It was the best of times;
it was the worst of times .....” in
order to enshroud the readers
with some philosophical paradox;
or to shock the readers off
balance with giddy statements
as profound as Eliot’s “Time
present and time past are both
perhaps present in time future
and time future contained in
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time past”? A voice (it sounds
strangely like Professor Wesley-
Smith’s) snapped, ‘Do not
plagiarize!” Good grief, starting
with the right kind of statement
can be baffling yet it cannot be
dismissed lightly because the
piece is to be read by hundreds
of intelligent law students!

At this point, readers of this
article may well find themselves
swearing at the author for
straining their eyes to read
this piece of nonsense: isn’t
all that you've been saying
obvious enough? Well, look again
at the title and see what you’ve
opted to read yourself.
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